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             NSWRL Inner City Combined   

                           Competition
 Playing Rules 2011 
(Updated 7th April 2011)
(Incorporating Balmain, Canterbury, South Sydney, Sydney Roosters & St George Junior Rugby Leagues)

(These rules override Balmain JRFL, Canterbury JRFL, South Sydney JRFL Sydney Roosters JRFL and St George JRFL domestic rules)
All conduct of games and grounds, or any other activities, are subject to the conditions as laid out in the official Australian Rugby League “Code of Conduct”

All games are conducted under these Combined Competition Playing Rules and any situation not specifically addressed shall be as according to the Rules of the New South Wales Rugby League.
Situations Not Covered -  Should any situation or matter arise that is not covered by these playing conditions, then the matter shall be dealt with by the NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition Committee. Their decision shall be final and no correspondence will be entered into.

A. registrations

1. Players may register in their respective Districts up to and including 30 June 2011.
2. No new registrations, deregistrations or transfers between Clubs can take place after 30th June 2011.
3. The maximum number of registered players in each age group shall be:
A Grade, U21, U19, and U17 – 25 players. 

Under 15 and U16 – 22 players.
Under 13 and U14 – 20 players.

4. Players may only be re-registered once each year. In Under 17, Under 19, Under 21 & A/Grade competitions, seven (7) players only may be de-registered in each team each year. In Under 13 – Under 16 competitions, five (5) players only may be de-registered in each team. 
5. A player may not play up for a higher grade at the expense of any players registered in that higher grade unless with the express pre-approval of the NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition Committee.

6. Local Balmain, Canterbury, South Sydney and St George Junior League rules apply for the transfer of players from one club to another, excepting that no player shall be permitted, having played a match, to transfer between these districts unless with the express approval of the NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition Committee.

b.
team colours                                
When team colours clash, the Club who is the “Away” team will arrange to play in a different set of jerseys. All jerseys to be numbered with NO duplicated numbers. The addition of strapping or electrical tape to alter playing numbers will not be tolerated.
c.
times of play

1. A/Grade, U/21 Years
–
35 minutes each way – 10 minutes half time (max).
        U/19, U/17, U/16,
–
30 minutes each way – 10 minutes half time (max).

      U/15, U/14, U/13
- 25 minutes each way – 10 minutes half time (max).

2. Up to 5 minutes time off allowed in the second half only in competition games except in Semi-Finals and Finals where all time off shall be allowed.  
3. It should be noted that in some circumstances (bad weather, serious injury etc) one fully completed half of a match can constitute a result in the event of abandonment thereafter. 

4. PROCEDURES FOR GAMES DELAYED DUE TO INJURY
Normal Procedures: 
a) No time off in first half

b) Maximum 10 minutes half time
c) Maximum five minutes time off in the second half 

Extraordinary situations:

I. Once a game starts the score at the scheduled finishing time (following above procedure) stands as the result. 
II. Should a game be unable to commence at the scheduled time, due to an injury in a previous match, do not start the clock.   In this situation the Ground Manager should –

a. If fully allocated times can be allowed for following games such that they may be played and completed before 4.30pm, rearrange starting times, inform teams and play all games.

b. If there is insufficient time, play the game(s) under reduced times (equal in each half). 


          Minimum acceptable times are 

U/19: …..20 minutes per half, 5 minutes half-time

U/21 – A Grade: .25 minutes per half, 5 minutes half-time

III. Should this not be workable the match will be deferred.

IV. If there still remains a problem, call your Junior League Secretary/Administrator or Match and Draw Coordinator  

4.   a) If drawn games in play offs for Semi Finals, Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals extra time (5 minutes each way, straight turn-around) is to be played. If game is still drawn after extra time a further (5 minute golden point period) is to be played. 
      b) In a Semi-Final Playoff, Semi-Final or Final if the  game is still drawn after extra time & golden point period has been played the game will be replayed, ground permitting. 
      c) In Grand Finals, should the game be drawn after the extra 5 minutes each way, and the extra 5 minute golden point period the teams shall be declared Joint Premiers.
5.  In Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals, should thirty (30) continuous minutes of play be lost due to an injury or any other particular reason, the game will be terminated and be replayed at a venue and time determined by the NSWRL ICCC Committee.

D.
Competitions
1.
The NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition will consist of 18 rounds in all age groups. 
2.
Grading of age groups into divisions shall be determined by the NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition Committee. Re-grading of competitions will take place once five (5) competition matches have been completed. An application for re-grading must be made via email from the club secretary to the relevant district administrator outlining which team wants to be regarded and why that team should be re-graded. 

3.
Unlimited interchange will apply for all grades and in all matches. Teams may only use (and have dressed) a maximum of 20 players per match.
A maximum of two players per team can be interchanged at any one time. 
In the event of any team playing with more than the maximum number of permitted players on the field at any one time, the club protesting under this Rule must lodge their protest before 5:00pm on the first business day following the match.  

Upon the NSWRL ICCC Committee being satisfied a team has committed a breach, the following action will be taken.


1. If in a competition match:

a) Loss of two (2) competition points if the offending team won the match.

b) If the offending team lost the game, a suitable fine will be issued as determined by the NSWRL ICCC Committee.

  2. If in a Play-Off, Semi Final, Final or Grand Final the match to be awarded to the non-offending   team.     
4. 
All grades involved in the Combined Competition for season 2011 will play four (4) team semi-finals over three weeks.
5. If teams are on equal points at the end of the competition rounds for and against points determine semi-final placing, except, if two or more teams are tied for fourth place, there will be play-offs. 
     Points For and Against are taken into account for all games, with the exception of those points scored For and Against a team subsequently withdrawn from the Competition. Matches won on forfeit will receive 2 competition points but no For and Against will be recorded.
6. Semi Finals:
     Major Semi: Team ranked 1, v Team ranked 2. Winner advances to Grand Final. Loser to the Final.

     Minor Semi: Team ranked 3, v Team ranked 4. Winner advances to Final, Loser eliminated.

     Final: Loser of [1 v 2] plays winner of [3 v 4].Loser eliminated.

     Grand Final: Winner of Final and Winner of the Major Semi-Final play in the Grand Final.

7. Venues for Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals shall be determined by relative positions on the table i.e.: 
Major Semi Final: - Venue is Home District of team ranked 1.
Minor Semi-Final:  – Venue is Home district of the team ranked 3.

Final: - Venue is Home District of the loser of the Major Semi Final. 

Grand Final: – Venue is Home District of the winner of the Major Semi-Final

All districts are encouraged to play finals series games at “neutral” home venues where possible.
e.
ground committee

1.
All games to be played each season as determined by the NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition Committee.

2.
Full rounds postponed will be played at the end of normal rounds after drop off has occurred. For each round postponed one round will be deleted from the end of the original draw. E.g. Round 3 is washed out and there are 18 rounds, round 18 will be deleted and round 3 will be played.  Round 7 is washed out, round 7 will be played instead of round 17. And so on
3.
Under normal circumstances game times and venue will not be altered after being verified confirmed.

4.
A team shall be allowed a maximum of 10 minutes without any prior confirmation before a forfeit can be called. The 10 minutes shall commence at the scheduled starting time. The remaining time shall be split into equal halves. The duration of the match shall be then determined by the Ground Manager and both captains will be advised. The following fixture must start at the scheduled time. This applies to all grades.
5. Washout Policy – If due to inclement weather the following procedure will be followed: If one district is completely washed out all matches will be called off and E2 will occur.
f.
FORFEITS

1. Forfeits must be notified to your District Secretary by 9am on the Saturday morning prior to the weekend match. Any forfeit after this time will attract a $400 fine, payable by cheque to the District in which the match was scheduled to be played in. Forfeiting teams MUST pay this fine before they play their next scheduled competition match. Failure to do so will preclude the team from participation until the fine is paid.

Proceeds from any fine may be split with either the hosting venue, or club that has been forfeited against, depending on the circumstances in each case. Determination of such cases shall be at the discretion of the hosting district administrator.

2. The minimum allowable number of players fielded by a team (inclusive of players sin-binned) shall be nine (9). Should there be less than this number of players available the match will be forfeited.

3. Teams who forfeit in the last four rounds of the Competition and are Final Series contenders must show cause to the Combined Competition Committee as to why they might be allowed to participate in the Final Series series.
4. The Combined Competition Committee shall have full powers to rule ineligible any team considered to be acting in a manner detrimental to the proper conduct of the Combined Competition.

5. Forfeits – Team who win on forfeit (receive WOF) will receive 2 competition points but no for or against will be allocated.
6. Any team that has forfeited on three occasions shall be disqualified from the competition.

G.
Ground managers

Will be responsible for setting up grounds for play and arranging an appropriate table for sign-on sheets, records and timekeepers. 
A team representative must sit at the table during their team’s games. In Finals, District Officials are responsible.

Are fully responsible for off-field control of games, behaviour of Ball Persons, and enforcement of the ARL Code of Conduct, including in regard to spectator behaviour.
Must ensure that all Forms (Sign-On-Sheets) are delivered to their respective Junior Leagues at the latest by the next general Meeting.

Must ensure that Send-Off charge sheets are properly completed and the appropriate copy given to the player involved. Ensure players registration card and copy of charge sheet is given to the Referee to hand to Judiciary Chairperson.(Balmain ,St George Only applicable).Please ensure all send –offs are notified to the Junior League Secretary / Administrator by phone or email before 7pm on the day the game was played. Send-off details must also be recorded on Ground Result Sheets.
Are to issue a receipt for any video or DVD retained for Judiciary /Code of Conduct purposes.

 All districts are to ensure a person from each team playing is wearing the “Crowd Monitors” red vest, and this person will act as instructed by the Ground Official to ensure team spectators act appropriately. Matches are not to start until each team has appointed a crowd monitor. 
All Coaches will be required to remain in the designated area set out next to their team’s bench 

      for the duration of the game. (No coach will be permitted to call out from the designated area 
      during the game or leave the designated area whilst the game is in progress.) 

Ground Managers must email game results to their respective Junior League Official before 6:00 pm on the day games are played or if permitted logged directly online:
St George District
Cathy Crowe  
Phone:
0409 911 094


               
Fax:
9596 4855
                                                                                        Email: stgjnrleague@optusnet.com.au
                                                   Mitchell Sim
Phone:
0419 604 844

                                                                                        Fax:

9587 3297  
                                                                                        Email: mitch111@ozemail.com.au
Balmain District
Jennie Webster
Phone:
0412 468 658
                                                                                        Fax:

8741 3322
                                                                                        Email: jwebster@weststigers.com.au
South Sydney District
Rod Gorman
Phone:
9314 4271




Fax: 
9349 5749




Email: juniorleague@thejuniors.com.au


Kris Gorman                Phone:
0416 018 275
Canterbury District 
Kevin Shanahan         Phone: 
9738 9911




                        Fax: 
9738 9922

                                                                                        Email: shanahank@bulldogs.com.au


Annemaree Poole       Phone: 0411 380 849



                        Email: poole_a@bulldogs.com.au
****Clubs are not permitted to contact Junior League Administrators from outside their “home” districts.           
H.
Sign-on sheets

All Clubs can use their own District Sign-on Sheets if not available then Clubs shall use the sign on sheet available in the district of the fixture. Ground Managers to ensure Sign-on Sheets are available. Players must be signed on as directed by Ground Manager and a minimum of fifteen minutes prior to scheduled start time.
A player may sign on to play at any stage during a match. 

Replacements must not sign on until they are required to take the field and are to be marked on the sign-on sheet as an interchange player. After signing on report immediately to the nearest touch judge and advise who they are replacing.

A player who takes part in a match for a higher age group must state their registered age group on the sign-on sheet i.e. U/19 registered player playing up in the A Grade must state on the A Grade sign-on sheet he is an U/19 player. 

All sin bins and send offs must be recorded on the sign on sheet.

Teams are permitted to return to dressing sheds after signing on and also at half time in matches.
No player who participates (i.e. starting 13 or interchange player) in a higher grade e.g. NYC, NSW Cup, Bundaberg Red Cup, shall NOT be permitted to return to play in the NSWRL ICCC on that same weekend.
The onus for enforcement of this rule shall be on the Junior League Clubs. Clubs found breaching this rule will be liable for loss of competition points and fines as determined by the NSWRL ICCC Committee. 

 Clubs protesting under this Rule must lodge their protest before 5:00pm on the first business day   following the match.  

I.
judiciary

Players dismissed from the field will appear before the Judiciary in the District they were dismissed.

Should a player be sent off outside the district in which they are registered then the Judiciary panel shall be made up from the home districts judiciary representatives, comprising of (3) panel members. If a representative from the outside district wishes to accompany their member they may do so, but must understand they will not have any input into the process or sentencing structures of the judiciary panel. Please note any player sent off in the Canterbury District will be given the opportunity of early plea under their judiciary points system for season 2011. (Please see attached documentation in relation to this process). Should a player wish to have their case heard the above format will be used for Judiciary. 
Any video evidence presented in defence of the charge must be a full and unedited version. Notification of any video evidence seeking to be admitted as evidence must be made prior to the relevant Judiciary hearing.
Judiciary Times & Venues:
St George – Monday 6.30pm St George League Club, Princes Hwy, Kogarah
Chairman – Mr Gary Fa’afua
Balmain – Tuesday 7:00 pm Tigers Five Dock, Barnstaple Rd, Five Dock
Chairman – Mr Tony Beger

South Sydney – Monday 6pm Souths Juniors Club Anzac Pde, Kingsford
Chairman – Mr John Riordan
Canterbury – Wednesday 6.30pm Revesby Workers Club, 2 Brett St Revesby
Chairman – Mr John Walford


J.
GATE SHEETS
      Where matches are scheduled for Hurstville, Coogee and Mascot Ovals, an entry fee will be charged for spectators. A sheet is available for players and six (6) Team Officials to sign and be admitted free to those grounds. Teams participating at those venues must submit a team and officials list to their administrator by the COB on the Friday before such a game.

K.  ball persons
Are required for every senior team (i.e. U/16 upwards). $50 fine will apply for non-compliance after referrals and decision by District Executives. Ball persons are under the control of the Ground Manager whilst the game is in progress. They must wear covered shoes.
L.  football boots & KICKING TEES
All approved types of football boots and studs are permissible. However, Referees or Touch Judges shall check all boots before each match. If deemed unsuitable by the Referee or Touch Judge the boots or studs must be repaired to the satisfaction of the Referee or Touch Judge, or they shall not be worn during the match.

Kicking tees must be safe, soft and pliable. Tees must be immediately removed after a kick-off or penalty attempt by a Trainer only. The ball-boy may remove the tee after a conversion attempt.  
M.
fines

The following fines are applicable in the combined competition during the 2011 season. A separate fee schedule is also attached to these 2011 Inner City Combined Competition Rules. 
All fines to be paid to the respective Junior League Secretary/ Administrator by 8:00 pm on Thursday prior to the next game. Appeals where appropriate can be lodged after payment of the fine. No match is to be played by the team until the fine has been paid. All fines must be paid by cheque and sent through to the relevant District Junior League.
$400.00
Un-notified forfeits (as per F1)
$300.00
Per match for playing an unregistered or unqualified player. The match will be considered to be a forfeit.

$50.00
U16, U17, U19, U21 & A Grade if ball boys not provided.
$300.00
any team or Club found guilty of having glass bottles in any area 


– cans only permitted
$200.00
Dressing rooms left in dirty and untidy conditions

$50.00
Teams that do not provide a football that is in good condition

$50.00
Trainers not wearing their provided official shirt/vest
$50.00
Trainers failing to follow instructions from Ground Managers

N.   FINALS SERIES QUALIFICATION  
1. The eligibility of a player to participate in any match included in the Final Series will be determined on the basis of their playing record at the conclusion of the rounds of the competition.  
2. All players must have played a minimum of Five (5) games for their team during the normal season to be eligible for the Final Series, unless prevented by injury (Proof Required) or lack of available games if late registration. Please Note: - This rule does not apply to a lower grade player playing up, provided he has played Five (5) games in his grade during the normal season. (See Rule A.6) 
3. A player who plays Three (3) matches in a higher grade of their last Five (5) games in the current normal rounds of the competition will not be permitted to take part in lower grade final series.  
4. A player having played in a higher-grade match in the starting 13 of a Final Series is not eligible to complete in his own grade finals. However an interchange player may play in his own grade final series.  

5. Playing an unregistered or unqualified player will result in the forfeit of the match and a fine (See A (6) & M).
6. No player who participates (i.e. starting 13 or interchange player) in a higher grade e.g. NYC, NSW Cup, Bundaberg Red Cup, shall NOT be permitted to return to play in the NSWRL ICCC on that same weekend.
O.
 sin binned players

(a)
Sin bin time commences when the Referee signals the restart of play (International Rule) 

(b) Sin bin time is timed in accordance with actual playing time. Stoppages in play by referees will affect sin bin time.

(c)
The sin bin area is that allocated by the Ground Manager in an area designated, except at Hurstville Oval where the area is defined by the ground manager outside the enclosed playing area. The player is to remain in this defined area with the ground official or representative. The sin binned player is not to be approached by his officials or players, except to provide water or attend to injuries.
P.   Citings

Should any player, team or club official be cited by a Junior League Official then the citing shall be heard by a panel nominated by the relevant district junior league. Where the citing involves a player, team or club official who is registered with a club outside the district hearing the citing, then the Citing panel may include an authorized representative from that district, in addition to at least two members from the district panel which is hearing the citing. This is at the discretion of the relevant district junior league.
Any video/DVD evidence presented of the citing charge must be a full and unedited version. Notification of any video evidence seeking to be admitted as evidence must be made prior to the relevant Citing hearing.
Q.
APPEALS

The process for any Appeal or Protest is as follows:

A player or official wishing to appeal or protest must send in writing a letter outlining the grounds for the appeal or protest through their respective Club secretary, who will then forward the letter to their District Administrator by close of business on the first business day following the match or hearing in question. 
Appeals and or Protests that do not follow this time frame or process will not be considered.  

Should a person believe they have grounds for appeal; the process outlined in the separate documentation attached to these 2011 NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition rules must be followed. 
R.
Split rounds

The split rounds for season 2011 are rounds 8, 12, 11, 5, 10, 7, 4, 2, 6, 1, 3, & 9.
S.
VIDEOING OF MATCHES

All persons wishing to record matches must apply to the Ground Manager for permission to do so. Should an incident occur which would necessitate a Referee’s or Ground Manager’s report the subsequent full and unedited version (DVD /video) must be provided on request to the Ground Manager who shall issue a receipt for same.
T.
 COACHES’, MANAGERS AND TRAINERS
Coaches’ Managers and Trainers must at all times comply with any direction or instruction from Match Officials or Ground Managers. They must not at any time while carrying out their duties make argumentative, disparaging, derogatory, or offensive comments to any Match Official or Ground Manager.

Coaches’ Managers and Trainers are not permitted to “call” out from the playing area, and must stay in the appropriate areas at all times. Failure to comply with these instructions will lead to citing under the ARL Code of Conduct.
Trainer’s Guidelines
1.1  Each team is permitted a maximum of three trainers, with a maximum of two trainers allowed onto the field at any one time.
1.2 All Trainers must print their names on the sign on sheet prior to Kick Off.

1.3 All trainers must possess a minimum ARL League Safe Trainers Certificate. Each team MUST have at least one FAO accredited trainer.
A) Any First Aid certificate obtained outside the ARL system must be presented to the local Junior Rugby League for ratification before taking the field as a trainer.

1.4 All Trainers must wear appropriate vests at all time. All trainers must wear appropriate footwear. Bare feet, thongs or sandals will not be tolerated.

1.5 All Trainers must remain at the Official Table at all times. Trainers are not permitted to walk up and down the sideline whilst the game is in progress, unless making an interchange; trainers are also not permitted to stand on the far side of the field or behind the dead ball line. Trainers must not call out from the sideline or within the area of play.

1.6 At no times are trainers allowed to approach Referees or Touch Judges, except in the case of a serious injury.

1.7 Trainers can only enter the field of play when:

A) A player is injured; or

B) Down on one knee; or

C) To administer water after a try has been scored, or the referee has called a stoppage in play (time out); or

D) To retrieve a kicking tee; or   

E) To assist in the interchange of a player.

They must leave the field of play in a timely fashion (i.e. running).

1.8  League Safe trainers must not administer first aid or try to remove a player from the field who requires ambulance treatment.

No player is to be removed from the field by being carried by one or more persons unless under the direction and care of a suitably qualified person.
U. 
SITUATIONS NOT COVERED

Should any situation or matters arise, that are not covered in these rules, the matter shall be referred to the Inner City Combined Competition Committee for a decision, which will be final.
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NSWRL Inner City Combined Competition

                  2011 Fine Schedule    

All fines to be paid to the respective Junior League Secretary/ Administrator by 8:00 pm on Thursday prior to the next game. Appeals where appropriate can be lodged after payment of the fine. No match to be played by the team until the fine has been paid. All fines must be paid by Club Cheque.
$400.00
Un-notified forfeits (as per F1)
$300.00  
Per match for playing an unregistered or unqualified player. The match will be considered to be a forfeit.
$50.00
U/16 – “A” Grade if ball boys not provided
$300.00
Any team or Club found guilty of having glass bottles in any area (including  

                         Dressing Rooms) - cans only permitted
$200.00
Dressing rooms left in dirty and untidy conditions
$50.00
Teams that do not provide a football that is in good condition
$50.00
Trainers not wearing their provided official shirt/vest
$50.00
Trainers failing to follow instructions from Ground Managers
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          Appeal Application Form
	


Notice of Appeal is hereby given by

Of (club)……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address

Endorsement of Club Secretary (Please Print Name, Sign and Date):
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Contact telephone number..................................................in relation to decision made by 

The.........................................committee, on the............................................... (Date).
Please give brief details of the decision that was made that you are appealing against (if space insufficient please attach additional documentation)

Please give brief details of the evidence that you will be presenting at the appeal (if space insufficient please attach additional documentation)

                                                                                                                                                                        
Please give brief details of any evidence that was presented at an earlier hearing that will be challenged (if spaces insufficient please attach additional documentation)

Please advise the names of any persons who gave evidence at an earlier hearing who will be required at the appeal

SIGNED............................................................DATE.........................................

Please ensure you read pages set out in the Inner City Combined Competitions Rules about appeals. Please also read appeal information on the back of this form.

APPEAL INFORMATION

To ensure an appeal hearing is allowed to proceed by the NSWRL Inner City Combined Competitions Appeals Committee, the following appeal procedures should be observed. If this procedure is not followed there is a strong possibility that the appeal will be dismissed and the appeal fee forfeited.

Please note - A player or official wishing to appeal or protest must send in writing a letter outlining the grounds for the appeal or protest through their respective Club secretary, who will then forward the letter to their District Administrator by close of business on the first business day following the match or hearing in question. Appeals and or Protests that do not follow this time frame or process will not be considered.  

Appeals should not be lodged for the sake of appealing or on the spur of the moment. Before you lodge an appeal, talk it over with your club officials.

You are unable to appeal against the severity of the sentence.

If you lodge an appeal that is considered frivolous or groundless or if you do not follow proper procedures, the appeal fee will be forfeited.

If you lodge an appeal that is dismissed because you did not have fresh evidence or special or extenuating circumstances, the appeal fee may be forfeited.

You should be aware that the Appeals Committee may alter, increase or decrease the penalty if they feel the original decision was unsuitable.

Any penalty given by any sub-committee is operative until an appeal is heard. 

APPEAL PROCEDURES

1. Immediately advise the Junior League Administrator/ Secretary in the District in which your registration is held of your intention to appeal. 

2. Obtain an appeal form from the Junior League office.
3. Complete the form and attach the appeal fee of $250.00.

Attach a submission containing the fresh evidence or special or extenuating circumstances.

Any evidence (i.e. additional witnesses/video etc) that was available or could have been presented to the earlier hearing is not regarded as fresh evidence.

Special or Extenuating circumstances that already existed that were available or could have been presented to the earlier hearing is not regarded as fresh evidence.
Please direct all enquiries to your Districts Administrator/ Secretary on:
St George District
Cathy Crowe  
Phone:
0409 911 094


               
Fax:
9596 4855
                                                                                        Email: stgjnrleague@optusnet.com.au
Balmain District
Jennie Webster
Phone:
0412 468 658
                                                                                        Fax:

8741 3322
                                                                                        Email: jwebster@weststigers.com.au
South Sydney District
Rod Gorman
Phone:
9314 4271




Fax: 
9349 5749





Email: juniorleague@thejuniors.com.au
Canterbury District 
Kevin Shanahan         Phone: 
9738 9911




                        Fax: 
9738 9922

                                                                                        Email: shanahank@bulldogs.com.au 
APPEAL COMMITTEE:

1. If the appeal application is granted by the Inner City Combined Competition Committee the following procedure will apply:

2. The Appeals Committee will be formed with an Independent Chairman from NSWRL, and 2 panel members appointed from the districts that were not involved in the original judicial hearing. This applies to Inner City Combined Competitions in the following age groups U19, U21, & A Grade (excluding Souths in A Grade).

If the appeal application is deadlocked by Inner City Combined Competition Committee the matter will be referred to the NSWRL Academy Manager Martin Meredith for arbitration. Should the appeal be granted the above procedure will be applied.
Canterbury Bankstown Junior Rugby League
PLAYER’S RESPONSE TO CHARGE
To:


The Secretary

C.B.D.J.R.L

Facsimile:

(02) 9738 9922

I, 


of the 

having received a Notice of Charge dated –


alleging the offence of - 




with a grading of -



hereby give you notice that I elect to: (tick or shade the box next to the action you wish to take. Tick or shade one box only)
Plead GUILTY to the offence and grading level. I accept the penalty related to this plea (*** pts – suspended until date [## competition matches] with @@ carry over points).

Offer NO CONTEST to the offence and grading level. I accept the penalty related to this plea (*** pts – suspended until date [## competition matches] with @@ carry over points).

Plead GUILTY to the offence but dispute the grading. I understand I will be required to appear before the C.B.D.J.R.L. Judiciary.

Plead NOT GUILTY to the offence. I understand I will be required to appear before the C.B.D.J.R.L Judiciary.

Signature of Player:






Date:

Signature of Club Official:





Date:

Note – This form MUST be returned using the above fax number by the time stipulated in the Notice of Charge Sheet issued.
Explanations of headings

Player – the registered name of the player or official dismissed or cited (i.e. the name that would appear on the Club’s team sheet in the case of a player, or the name supplied by the club to the league in the case of an official).

Club – the name of the club the player was playing for (or in the case of an official the name of the club the official was acting for) when dismissed or cited.

Grade – the grade competition the player or official was involved with when dismissed or cited.

Charge – the charges reflect the subsections of Section 15 of the International Laws of the Game. 

Grading – the three main levels of grading (see above for an explanation of the ‘Serious’ grade) reflect the severity of actions within each charge. A Low level grading is the lightest and in general would apply to actions that were ‘careless’ in nature with little or very minor impact on the recipient. A High level grading would, in general, apply to actions that were deliberate or intentional and either caused or had the potential to cause substantial injury to another person. The two main exceptions to this are ‘kicking’ and ‘dropping knees’. Both these categories are, by definition, deliberate acts and therefore are seen to attract higher penalties.

Base Penalty – the scheduled points for the charge issued, taken from the Penalty Points Table.

Similar Offences – if a player has been convicted of a similar offence (i.e. an offence in the same Type of Charge category) in the two season period immediately preceding the incident, the player is liable to an increase equivalent to 50% of the base penalty for each previous offence.

Prior Send-Offs – if a player has been convicted of any offence other than a similar offence (see above) in the two season period immediately preceding the incident, the player is liable to an increase equivalent to 20% of the base penalty for each previous offence.

Clean Record – if a player has played senior football (or junior football in the case of U18 players) in the Canterbury Bankstown Division for a minimum of two years and has not been convicted of an offence in the two seasons preceding a charge, the player is entitled to a reduction equivalent to 25% of the base penalty. 

Carry-over Points – any points previously earned by a player that have not totalled 100 will be added to the net penalty points to determine the final penalty to be served. Those points left over after the final penalty has been converted to weeks will form the player’s new carry-over points.

Possible Penalty – the points a player will face taking into account his playing record (discounts and penalty loadings) and including accumulated carry-over points. 

Early Plea – a player who, after receiving the Charge Details, pleads ‘guilty’ or ‘no contest’ to an offence and accepts the grading determined by the League, is entitled to a 25% reduction of the total base and loading penalties. In accepting the determination of the League, a player waves his rights to a Judiciary hearing and subsequent appeals.

A player may prefer to have a charge heard by the Judiciary Panel by either entering a Not Guilty plea or Guilty Plea to the Charge but at a lesser grading. If, at the subsequent hearing, a player is found guilty to the original charge and grading, he will not be entitled to any reduction other than ‘Clean Record’. If, however, the player pleads guilty but disputes the grading of the charge and the Judicial Panel reduces the grading, the player will also receive the benefit of a 25% discount.

Guilty – the total points awarded, should a player be found guilty of the Charge and Grading by the Judiciary Panel. This total will take into consideration all discounts and loadings that apply to the player and any carry-over points earned by the player at the time of the incident.

charge details to be sent to Club Secretaries

NOTICE OF CHARGE

To: 

Club: 

Take notice that following an incident that occurred on: 

During a match between your club and: 

At: 

You are hereby charged with the following offence:

	Offence
	Grading of Offence

	
	


Calculation of Penalty Points for this Charge
 - 

	Area
	Number
	Calculation
	Points

	Base Penalty (from Penalty Points Table)
	
	
	

	No. of similar proved offences in last two seasons
	
	50% loading to base penalty for each proved offence
	

	No. of other proved offences in last two seasons
	
	40% loading to base penalty for each proved offence
	

	Clean record discount
	
	25% discount to base penalty for two seasons
	

	Early Plea Discount
	
	25% discount to base penalty 
	

	Total penalty points for this charge
	
	
	


Take Further Notice – you must forward a ‘Player’s Response to Charge’ form to me by no later than Wednesday 9:00am.
Should you fail to comply with this requirement, and give no valid reason for the failure to comply, the charge will be referred to the Canterbury Bankstown District Judiciary for determination (with any ‘early plea’ discounts being forfeited).
‘Player’s Response to Charge’ form is to be faxed back

Fax No - (02) 9738 9922

Or

Email to shanahank@bulldogs.com.au

Time Frame

	Time Deadlines
	Actions

	At end of Game
	Team sheet signed with send-off noted. Referee completes the ‘Dismissal Report’. Team Official given pink copy of ‘Dismissal Report’.

	9:00am Monday
	All match officials’ documentation sent to the League by either –

Personally delivered to Junior League Office or Handle Bar Tavern

Emailed to Kevin Shanahan (shanahank@bulldogs.com.au ),

Faxed to Kevin Shanahan (9738 9922).



	9am Tuesday
	Match Review Committee issue player with a ‘Notice of Charge’.

	9am Wednesday
	‘Charge Response’ received by League (faxed to 9738 9922).

	10:00am Wednesday
	Secretary, Referees’ Association is notified as to whether Match Officials are required to attend a Judicial Hearing (no notification indicates that officials are not required).

Members of Judiciary notified if required.

	6:00pm Wednesday
	Judiciary Panel convened to adjudicate on cases brought before it.


Canterbury Bankstown Judiciary

Early Guilty Plea

	Type of Offence/ Grading
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Serious

	Strikes another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Kicks another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Trips another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Kneeing another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Head butting another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Stomping another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Dangerous (spear tackle)
	200
	300
	500
	Judiciary

	Biting
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	High Tackle
	200
	300
	500
	Judiciary

	Dangerous throw when effecting tackle
	200
	300
	500
	Judiciary

	Racial insults
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Eye / Face gouging another player
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Indecent gesture to the crowd
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Disputes the decision of the referee of touch judge
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Elbow to the head ( and or other)
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Behaves in any way contrary to the true spirit of the game
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Breach of Safe Play code
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Deliberately and continuously breaks the laws of the game
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Spitting
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary

	Running a distance to become involved in a fight
	200
	300
	400
	Judiciary


· Points: Each 100 points received by a player will result in an immediate one competition match played suspension.
· Similar Offences: If a player has been convicted of a similar offence in the two (2) year period immediately preceding the incident, the player is liable to an increase equivalent to 100 points minimum or 50% of the base penalty for each previous offence.
· Prior send off’s: If a player has been convicted of an offence other than a similar offence in the same two (2) year period immediately preceding the incident, the player is liable to an increase equivalent to 100 points minimum or 40% of the base penalty for each previous offence.
· Not Guilty Plea: If a player may prefer to have the charge heard by the Judiciary Panel by either entering a Not Guilty Plea or a Guilty Plea to the charge but to a lesser grading, and that player is found to be guilty of the charge and grading by the Judiciary Panel, the player is liable to an increase equivalent to a minimum of 100 points or 50% of the base penalty.
· Early Plea: A Player who after receiving the charge details pleads guilty or no contest to an offence and accepts the grading determined by the League will waive his rights to a judiciary hearing and subsequent appeals.
· Clean Record: If a player has played football in the Canterbury Bankstown District for a minimum of two (2) years and has not been convicted of an offence in the two (2) years preceding a charge, the player is entitled to reduction equivalent to 25% of the base penalty.
















































